
Bharatiya Chetna Kendra

Tejaswi Gurukul 
for Bright Underprivileged Children

PROJECT INTRODUCTION

There is no dearth of schools today, as there are both government schools and private schools. 
Private schools are run for profit and charge high fees. Those that do not charge high fees have 
extremely poor standards of teaching. The government schools are generally considered worse. 
The Christian missionary schools, which form an important component of the education system of 
India, are run by Christian missionaries, and therefore can hardly be expected to promote Indian 
culture and heritage. In addition, almost all schools - private or governmental - promote the culture 
of career-orientation and pure self-interest among the students. Only the Madrasa school system is 
the one that does not promote pure career-orientation, but the limitation of the system of madrasas 
is that they are open only to the Muslim children, and they are primarily focused on Islamic scrip-
tural knowledge. While it is good to promote livelihood-consciousness among the students, making 
them completely career-centric is hardly desirable.

The uniqueness of the proposed Gurukul school is that it will inculcate the unique Indian heritage 
among its students and base the character formation of children on the exalted principles of the 
Indian philosophical heritage which does not teach hatred towards any faith, but, on the other hand,  
preaches tolerance towards all faiths.  

The Tejaswi Gurukuls are to be a mix of the ancient Indian Gurukul system and modern scientific 
education, as will be clear from the 50-point curriculum designed by the founder of the organiza-
tion Sriyut BrahmBodhi.

CURRICULUM

The Gurukul follows a three-fold curriculum:

1) Education on all popular subjects in the existing school curriculum of the corresponding 
stage, especially at the Board level; 
2) Special curriculum developed by us on 50 topics most of which are generally not to be found 
in the current curriculum of schools but are extremely crucial to the holistic development of 
children. 
3) Special grounding in the ethics and values of the Indian Philosophy.

The three-fold curriculum is intended to drive the wheel of life of the students supported by five 
spokes - knowledge (gyan), wisdom (pragya), positive emotions (bhavana), values (jivan mulya), 
and civilized behavior (aacharan)

PEDAGOGY

One class will have not more than 20 students. Each student will have a tablet which will be given 
internet connectivity only in the library so that the internet facilities are not misused for accessing 
undesirable stuff or for playing games. Pre-designed audio-visual programs like the ones being 
produced by Byzu’s for all subjects will be the main instruments of education. We have our own 
audio-visual programs developed in-house in Hindi, which are not being produced yet by others 
on subjects like aesthetics, critical thinking, spirituality , study skills etc. as they do not general-



ly form part of the official school curriculum. A number of original books have been prepared 
and published by the organisation to help students achieve excellence in different subjects. The 
following books are specially worth mention: ‘Basic 2500’ which is a dictionary containing 2500 
basic words that constitute 80% of the current English vocabulary; ‘1000 Power Words’ which 
contains 1000 concept-words drawn from different domains that will sow the seeds of potent 
concepts in the minds of children quite early to help their all-round growth in the future; ‘Gita 
Navanit’ which is a collection of 51 verses of the BhagavadGita which are especially important for 
students; ‘Basic Sentence Structures of English’; a book in Hindi on English phonetics titled ‘Be-
htar Angrezi Uchharan’; A book on self-employment avenues etc.  These are to be supplemented 
by teachers through lectures, group discussions, brainstorming sessions, field surveys and other 
means of modern pedagogy. The principal driving tool will be self-enquiry through the Internet 
and the library based on the basic guidance provided by the audio-visuals and the teachers. 

HOW CHILDREN WILL BE SELECTED 

We run Gita Gram Gurukuls in villages which are part-time educational institutions. At these 
Gurukuls, education is free for all, including adults. Every batch is of about 75 minutes. The spe-
cially gifted children or bright children are identified mainly at these Gita Gram Gurukuls, and 
they are encouraged to join the fully residential Tejasvi Gurukul. It may be borne in mind that the 
state of education in the rural areas is awfully bad at both private and government schools. Class 
10 students are not generally able to write two correct sentences in English or Hindi or any other 
language that they are taught. Same is the case with their numeric abilities. The families of most 
children are also uneducated, even if not illiterate. In such an environment, the talents of even 
the very bright children are likely to get totally dissipated, and ultimately these bright children 
may turn out to be very ordinary citizens with no contribution to make to the nation and soci-
ety, whereas,  with due nurturing, good scientists, writers, artists, engineers and spiritual leaders 
could have come out of them.

CHALLENGES

Since we mostly take children of farmers and laborers at the Tejaswi Gurukul, the greatest chal-
lenge is to bring and then retain these children at the residential  Gurukul, because these children 
usually assist their families as child labor in their farms or other activities. Therefore, their par-
ents are not usually very keen on sending these children away from their homes. To overcome 
this challenge, we may have to compensate the parents by giving them some monetary help every 
month so that they give and then do not withdraw their children from the Tejaswi Gurukul. The 
second challenge is convincing the parents that the present schooling in their areas will lead their 
children nowhere, and therefore the Tejaswi Gurukul will be a better place for their brighter 
children. To remove the fear of insecurity regarding the future of their children, we also propose 
to open PPF accounts for all underprivileged children and put a nominal sum as scholarship in 
the account every month, which may be initially 1000 rupees a month, to create a sense of se-
curity among their parents as regards the future of the children. This money will come in handy 
for providing them higher education when they grow up. For girls below the age of 10, there is 
a Sukanya scheme. Money may be deposited in the Sukanya scheme of the girls, which matures 
after 15 years. These two steps together can ensure that children remain at the residential Tejaswi 
Gurukul for a long period. If they exit midway, the purpose of preparing them for leadership, na-
tion-building and social service will be entirely defeated.  We have already opened such Sukanya 
and PPF accounts for some of the children who have stabilized at the residential Gurukul.
  
The third biggest challenge is finding committed teachers for this Gurukul school for bright 
children. It may be exceedingly difficult to bring and retain good teachers to the Tejaswi Gurukul 
school without a good salary. Since the Tejaswi Gurukul will be under the direct tutelage of Sriyut 
BrahmBodhi, the teachers will be constantly trained under his guidance through the audio-visu-



als and through other means so that they are able to give their best to children.

CERTIFICATION

Children will be taught at the pre-board level according to the special 43-point curriculum of 
Tejaswi Gurukul, since all schools are free to pursue their own curriculum till the pre-board 
level. At the board level, the curriculum of the certifying board will be followed, in addition to 
the Gurukul’s own curriculum. The certification for these children will be obtained through 
distance education till the Gurukul acquires from the government its own powers to conduct 
the examinations and award certificates to the students. Now, the Central Bord of Secondary 
Education of India (CBSE) allows such a procedure in respect of schools which have a proven 
history of academic excellence. According to the new education policy, children have a school-
ing period till class 12 and till the age of 18, after which higher education begins. Therefore, till 
class 12 this Gurukul will take care of the educational needs of children. It will also devise ways 
and means to impart higher education to its children in due course.

CREDENTIALS

Before any novel experiment in education is considered viable, credentials of the people and 
the organization carrying out the proposed experiments have to be considered. In this case, the 
Chancellor of the Gita Gram Gurukul Schools and Tejaswi Gurukul - both of which are parts of 
the same larger endeavor – Sriyut BrahmBodhi has been conducting educational experiments 
with rural and slum-based children since the year 2006 individually as well as under the aegis 
of Bharat Shodh, a voluntary organization founded by him with several dozen luminaries of 
India drawn from different domains, like Prof Yashpal (renowned scientist and educationist), 
Dr AM Khusro (professor and economist, Chairman 11th Finance Commission), Justice PB 
Sawant (a former Judge of the Supreme Court of India and an Ex-Chairman of the Press Coun-
cil of India), Shyam Benegal (noted Film Director), Mallika Sarabhai (Classical Dance Expo-
nent), to name a few. His educational experiments have attracted attention of the national me-
dia time and again. A few news reports from the national English dailies and pictures are given 
on this website below the picture of the Founder on the Home Page. Sriyut BrahmBodhi has 
authored many books including a book called ‘Shiksha me Kranti’ (Revolution in Education). 

As far as the organization Bharatiya Chetna Kendra Trust is concerned, it was founded in 
the year 2009 with focus on promotion of the Indian philosophy and culture and developing 
original models of holistic community development and education. The organization has been 
running a Gita Gram Gurukul at village Gangrauli, in Mathura District of the state of Uttar 
Pradesh for the last two years. Last year in April it started a Tejaswi Gurukul with just half a 
dozen students, under the constrains imposed by Covid pandemic, at Vrindavan in the same 
district, for which Rs. 6 lacs were provided by a company from their CSR funds. Now, this Te-
jaswi Gurukul is planned to be expanded to one hundred children.

THE SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PART-TIME 
GITA GRAM GURUKULS AND FULL-TIME RESIDENTIAL TEJASWI GURUKUL

It may be important to mention that the full-time residential Tejaswi Gurukul for bright stu-
dents and the part-time Gita Gram Gurukuls for all students in villages are locked in a symbi-
otic relationship with each other since the bright and committed children for Tejaswi Gurukul 
are identified at the rural Gita Gram Gurukuls and then transferred to the full-time Residential 
Tejaswi Gurukul. The former act as feeders for the latter. This is one of the reasons why we pro-
pose to set up more and more rural Gita Gram Gurukuls in different villages so that we could 
find more and more gifted children of poor families for the Tejaswi Gurukul. The establishment 



and running cost of one Gita Gram Gurukul is roughly Rs 6 lacs a year. It is for this reasons that 
the Chancellor and Vice Chancellor for the Tejaswi Gurukul are also the Chancellor and Vice 
Chancellor for the entire larger institutional network of existing and prospective Gita Gram Gu-
rukuls. 

 


