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gi:ta: dha:m) 

A) ‘Gita’ is the short form of the principal holy 
book of the Hindus – the Bhagwad-Gita. ‘Dham’ means ‘a sacred place’. The ‘Gita 
Dham’ therefore means a sacred place where the activities will be carried out in 
accordance with the philosophy of the Bhagwad-Gita.  

 Creation of a centre in every Panchayat or 
group of villages for cleansing the Indian civilization by shifting the focus from 
external rituals and corruption to the inner values of the Bhagwad-Gita; to produce 
enlightened and integral human beings; and to create a model of holistic 
development around the Gita-Dham in every Panchayat that will have zero-
incidence of poverty and total education for all as its principal goals, without 
discriminating between communities. 

 

A) A temple of the Bhagwad-Gita; B) A permanent or semi-
permanent hall (with at least one attached room, and a reception shed) with a 
minimum seating capacity of 200 (270m² / 2,900 ft2), which will act as an auditorium 
for the Total Education Centre with an LED TV of 48” screen, an inverter or 
generator for power back-up, a DVD player and a PA System; C) A Livelihood 
Solution Centre of similar dimensions ((270m² / 2,900 ft2), with at least one attached 
room, and a reception shed, which will also act as a production centre for cottage 
industry goods to be produced jointly by villagers; D) A few store rooms; E) A small 
library room; F) Accommodation for key full-time management staff ; G) A kitchen; 
H) Washrooms; I) A barbed wire or other fencing.

D) : The Gita Dhams will be built by the local people from 
their own land and other resources, and will be self-sustaining. They will themselves 
contribute the labour too. However, in the beginning, a few larger Gita Dham 
Centres may be constructed to provide a model, and to train the human resource of 
the village centres by obtaining external funding. The rough cost of a model Block-
Level Gita Dham Centre will be around 3 crore Indian rupees (5,35,715 USD), and of a 
State Level Gita Dham Centre, Rs. 10 crore Indian Rupees (17,85,715 USD). 
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It is very unwise to ignore the power of religious faith in bringing social and 
economic transformation, where people are still rooted in religion. The Gita Dham is 
an attempt to harness this power to create a centre for total development in every 
Panchayat (A Panchayat is the lowest administrative unit of self-governance in India, 

consisting of a few villages). The Gita Dham Centre will have three main structures in 
the first phase as mentioned above. These Centres will translate into reality the age-
old Indian idea of a life in which the four main life-values of money, religion-and-
human duties, worldly desire and spiritual liberation (arth-dharm-kaam-moksha) are 
evenly balanced. The Gita Dham will not just have a spiritual mandate: it will be 
equally responsible for bringing an economic transformation in the lives of all people 
coming to it; and for taking care of all their basic educational needs for their total 
development. As the name might suggest, these may be centres dear to a particular 
community - the majority community - in India. Even if this were the case, there 
would be no need to be apologetic about it, since transformation of the lives of 
eighty per cent of the people of India will itself be a great achievement. However, 
these centres will do more than what first meets the eyes: they will be open to all 
communities who want to avail of the benefits of educational and employment 
programs being run at the centre, irrespective of whether or not they wish to avail of 
the spiritual benefits at the Centre.  In other words, these centres are not meant to 
transform the lives of only one section of the society. The Gita treats all humans – in 
fact all living beings - equally as incarnations of God and fractions of the divinity. And 
this is the philosophy that is going to be preached and practiced at the Gita-Dham 
Centres everywhere. The Gita Dham will seek to bring out this divinity in each human 
being in its vicinity. The Gita Dham has been conceived based on the assumption 
that without creating good and integral human beings, the goal of poverty alleviation 
and a harmonious and peaceful society may be very difficult to achieve. 

 

 

The Indian civilization is the oldest living civilization which has survived the vicissitudes of 

history for over ten thousand years. Other ancient civilizations like those of Greece, Rome 

and Egypt withered away midway after a grand beginning. The Indian civilization is not only 

the oldest living civilization; it is also one which has given birth to two of the major religions 

of the world: the Sanatan Dharma, popularly known as Hinduism, and Buddhism, apart from 

several other beautiful faiths which also have followings running into millions. But that is not 

all: the Indian civilization has produced such exalted ideas and existential concepts as remain 

absolutely unique in the world even today. If the entire world were to follow some of the 

ideals crafted by this civilization, the world would be an entirely different place to live in, 

and the developmental paradigm would radically change: terrorism and intolerance will lose 

their existence, mutual accommodation and harmony will gain ground, spiritual and material 

progress will go hand in hand without one uprooting the other, and self-alienation caused by 
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the nuclear individualism of the West will melt away making way for closely knit families and 

communities full of love, mutual respect and understanding - like the ones depicted in the 

Ramayana, which remains the unparalleled saga of human relationships and models of truly 

civilized individual, social and political human conduct.  

When some of the ideas of the Indian civilization were presented in English language by 

Swami Vivekananda in 1893 at the Chicago Parliament of World Religions, the entire 

parliament exploded in applause and admiration. When the ideas of nonviolence and truth 

crafted by the Indian civilization were presented by Mahatma Gandhi before the world 

towards the end of the 19th century in South Africa and then in the first-half of the 20th 

century in India while fighting for Indian independence against the British, the entire world 

watched the spectacle in complete awe as such a thing had been heard or seen never before 

in human history elsewhere in the world. But what Vivekananda and Gandhi presented 

before the world were mere fractions of what the great Indian civilization has in store for 

humanity. If one were to turn the pages of the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Ramayana, and 

the Bhagwad-Gita, one would encounter such lofty peaks of human thought and conduct as 

would make high achievements of the modern era look dwarfed and superfluous. A time 

may come when these lofty and noble ideas would unfold themselves on the world stage in 

a manner that would convince human conscience everywhere - which will by that time have 

been immensely tormented by the grossly materialistic and individualistic civilization of the 

West on the one hand and the blood-thirsty civilization of intolerance, violence and 

terrorism on the other - that the Indian civilization is the one that can provide the core 

values for reconstruction of a new human ethos all over the world. The ancient Indian 

civilization is, therefore, the future of the world1. The Bhagwad-Gita contains, along with the 

Ramcharitmanas, what is the best in the Indian Civilization. The two together represent the 

essence of the Vedas and the Upanishads.   

But how will this light spread across the world when its sources are getting buried in India 

itself? The youth of this generation have not seen the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Ramayana, 

and the Gita, which are fast vanishing from the Indian homes. The Indian civilization signifies 

what is taught in the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Ramayana and the Gita; but it also signifies 

                                                           
1
  There is a need for caution here. Not all ideas and practices produced by the Indian civilization were 

completely unsullied. The major example of such an aberration is that edition of the caste system that 

bred contempt for certain sections of the society called the ‘shudras’, making the Indian society 

‘hierarchical’. However the practice has been outlawed, and is on the wane, and it may be history 

soon. But another word of caution here: The caste system per se was not bad. Minus contempt for 

the ‘lower’ castes, it was a wonderful creation. For understanding the true nature of this system one 

needs to study the essay on caste system by the French Sociologist Louis Dumont. This system gave 

close and positive family-like connectivity to large groups of humans, which is just the opposite of the 

self-alienation and loneliness faced by a modern Western man or woman. The caste system also gave 

economic specialisation to large groups of people, which was responsible for India’s economic pre-

eminence in the world for several millennia.  Among the scriptures of the Hindu faith, the Gita pleads 

for an egalitarian society advocating equality among all, and the concept of Ram-Rajya too, as found 

in the Ramcharitmanas, eliminates all inequality in  no uncertain terms. 
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economic prosperity. All along, it clearly emphasized need for a balance between money, 

religion-and-human duties, worldly desire-and-sex, and spiritual liberation (arth-dharm-

kaam-moksha), placing money and worldly desires below human duties and spiritual 

liberation. Let us not forget that the Indian civilization has been the most prosperous 

civilization in the world in the ancient and medieval periods. Therefore, a true Indian 

civilization does not make sense without elements of prosperity. 

Some people treat Ram-Rajya as a historical fact while many others treat it as a poetic 

creation based on history, which means a mix-of-history-and-mythology. There are still 

others who tend to treat it as complete myth, and a utopia. Even if the Rama-Rajya or the 

kingdom of Rama were a utopia, it would not diminish the value of the ideals that find a 

place in the descriptions of the Ram-Rajya. We know that utopias are often necessary to be 

built to inspire us to move towards certain lofty ideals that do not exist on ground today, but 

may perhaps be brought into being tomorrow through sustained efforts. The state withering 

away one day is one such lofty ideal that belongs to realm of utopia, and which we do not 

discard just because it exists nowhere today, or because it never existed before in any 

civilized society. We consider the ideal still worthy of pursuit. Here we do not want to enter 

into the controversy of whether Ram-Rajya is history or myth, utopia or something that 

existed in the past. We only know that over a billion people can be easily inspired to strive 

for a higher level of human existence that the Ram-Rajya represents. It is interesting to bear 

in mind that this state of human existence does not call for annihilation of other civilizations. 

It does not even entail or imply military expansionism, since the ideal of Ram-Rajya is that 

one should only aim at victory over hearts, and not over territories.  

The Bharatiya Chetna Kendra has resolved to revive these forceful ideas of the Indian 

civilization.  

One of the great ideas produced by the Indian civilization is Ram-Rajya. The ideas of Ram-

Rajya, or the Government of Rama are very ancient, and yet extremely modern. Rama was 

an ancient Indian king with a very lofty and lovable character, who is often worshiped as an 

incarnation of God in India. The description of what kind of a State Rama’s kingdom was can 

be found in the epic Ramayana authored by the ancient sage Valmiki, who was a 

contemporary of Lord Rama, and similar descriptions, can be found in many other literary 

and historical works on the life of Lord Rama. Most recently, about 500 years back, the poet-

sage Tulasidas also beautifully depicted what the kingdom of Rama was like2.  

                                                           
2Here are some excerpts from the description of the Ram Rajya as found in the Ramcharitmanas of 
poet-sage Tulasidas. 

बैर न कर काहू सन कोई | राम प्रताप बबषमता खोई ||(Perfect harmony, no enmity, no inequality) 

दबैहक दबैिक भौबतक तापा | राम राज नहह काहुबह ब्यापा || 

सब नर करहह परस्पर प्रीती | चलहह स्िधमम बनरत श्रुबत नीती || 

अल्पमृत्यु नहह किबनउ पीरा | सब सुन्दर सब बबरुज सरीरा || 

नहह दररद्र कोऊ दखुी न दीना | नहीं कोऊ अबुध न लच्छन हीना || (nobody is poor, no one in distress) 

सब बनदभं धममरत पुनी | नर अरु नारर चतुर सब गुनी || (Everybody without fear, and given to duties; both men 

and women full of good qualities) (Excerpts continue on the next page…) 
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1. In its area of responsibility, it will seek to improve the consciousness of the people, and to 
turn the focus of the people’s mind from the ritualistic periphery of religion to its ethical and 
spiritual core; 

2. To create holistic models of growth that takes care of both the material and human 
development;  

3. To ensure that the Gita and the Ramcharitmanas reach every home which wants to have 
them; 

4. To spread the idea of the Gita far and wide; 
5. To create an environment for peace, harmony and brotherhood; 
6. To translate into reality the ideals of the Ram Rajya in the concerned Panchayat. (A 

Panchayat is the lowest administrative unit of self-governance in India, consisting of a few 
villages) 

7. To rid its villages fully of unemployment underemployment and poverty; 
8. To run a Sunday School for children to educate them in the healthy ideas and practices of 

the Indian civilization  
9. To spread total education among  children and youth to develop their entire personality and 

to give them a bright future; to ensure that they are able to speak Sanskrit as well as English 
with equal confidence. 

10. At a later stage, to run a wellness center for preventive and primary health care. 

 

 

Initially it will be a small structure which will be, in the matter of architectural design, 
significantly different of the temples of most faiths, including the Hindu faith. This architecture 
will indicate that this temple houses a faith which, in practice, is very differen3t from other 
faiths. Architects are being invited to create an appropriate design for this temple. For the 
guidance of the architects, a few ideas are mooted: 

1. In the temple, the Mother Gita (गीता माता) will be installed on a platform on a high 

pedestal, the top of which will be encased in silver. 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

सब गुनग्य पंबित सब ग्यानी | सब कृतज्ञ नहह कपट सयानी || (Everybody very well-educated; no cheats) 

राम राज कर सखु सपंदा | बरबन न सकइ फनीस सारदा | (Unparalleled prosperity) 

एकनारर ब्रत रत सब झारी | त ेमन बाख क्रम पबत बहतकारी || (Men have only one woman; women given whole 

heartedly to one man) 

दिं जहतह कर भेद जहँ नतमक नृत्य समाज | (No punishment as no one commits crime; no discrimination) 

जीतहु मनबह सुबनअ अस रामचंद्र के राज || (The only victory aimed at is victory on hearts) 

खग मृग सहज बयरु बबसराई | सबबन्ह परस्पर प्रीती बढ़ाई || (Everybody loves each other; no strife) 

लता बबटप मागें मधु चिहीं | मनभाितो धेनु पय श्रिहीं || A lot of honey, a  lot of milk) 

ससी संपन्न सदा रह धरणी | त्रेता भइ कृतजुग कै करनी || (Land always full of crops) 
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2. There will be space for parikrama (going around) round the sanctum sanctorum (गर्भ गहृ) 

where the Mother Gita will be installed. 
3. The ‘Omkar’ Sign will be prominently displayed inside as well outside the temple. 
4. There will be no provision inside the sanctum sanctorum for offering anything except 

flowers. However, there will be a small  separate Devalaya (temple) in the campus where 
idols of all the main deities will be installed side by side in small sizes where offerings of 
water, milk or sweets can be made in the traditional way. 

5. In front of the main door of the temple, at a distance, a life-size or larger that life-size - but 
not higher than 12 feet - idol of the locally influential deity, who will be the Protector Deity 
of the Gita Dham will be installed, facing the main temple. The deity may be, for example,  
Ganpati in Maharashtra, Kartikeya in Kerala and Hanuman or Shiva in Bihar and UP, and Kali 
in West Bengal. The protector deity will be decided by the local people. 

6. Outside the Sanctum Sanctorum of the temple there will be a Dharm Kosh (faith-fund) box 
for the devotees to put their contribution in. For delivering lectures (pravachan) on religion, 
there will be a place or platform. 

7. The audio of the Gita, the Ramcharitmanas, the Bhagwat Puran and other holy books will  be 
constantly played in low volume in the temple complex.  

8. In the temple campus there will be several shila patts or stone tablets on which will be 
inscribed the main teachings of the Gita and the Ramayana. 

 

 

 

 
1. An auditorium with a seating capacity of 200 to 500 people with a 48” LED TV, a DVD player, 

a sound amplification system, an  inverter to provide power backup, or where no electricity 
is available to recharge the invertor, a generator. This auditorium will be used for training 
and education of all sorts including training for self-employment, career stream selection, 
farming, Physics, Chemistry, Sanskrit, English and all with the help of video CDs. Villagers will 
themselves construct the auditorium with local material and resources, maybe even 
bamboo; 

2. A similar separate construction to serve as production centre for cottage industry goods, and 
for livelihood counseling; 

3. There will be store rooms; 
4. There will be cottages for the management staff at the Centre including the priests, monks 

(धममसंघी) and nuns (धममसंबघनी); 

5. For community lunch and dinner, there will be an appropriate place; 
6. A large kitchen for cooking mass lunch; 
7. Lavatories and washrooms for the priests monks and nuns;  
8. Washrooms for visitors. 
9. Orchards, Tulsi garden and garden of other herbs for producing herbal medicines.  

 

 

 

1. The Gita Dham will mobilize monks (संन्यासी) and half-monks (अर्द्म-संन्यासी या िानप्रस्थी) who 

will form the core of the human resource for religious, spiritual, economic and cultural 
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activities of the Centre. They will be both men and women. At first, people above 50 years of 
age will be picked up as half-monks, who will live in their homes with their families, and will 
spend four to 10 hours in the temple complex in the prescribed uniform for the half-monks. 
On finishing their work at the temple complex, they may return to their homes, after 
changing their half-monk clothes. Later on, full time monks will be picked up from among 
these half-monks. They will be trained thoroughly in the Bhagwad-Gita and the philosophy 
of religion encompassing all religions of the world, to expand their mental horizons. The 
poverty-alleviation programs will also be run by training some of these half-monks. 

2. The Gita Dham in each Panchayat will be managed by a local committee. 

 

 

 

1. All the families in the Panchayat, who feel like supporting the Gita Dham – which arguably 
they will – contribute at least one rupees daily, and will put that in the Dharm Kosh of the 
temple on the first day of the month. In a state like Jharkhand, one Panchayat has an 
average population of 7500, which means about 1350 households. With even fifty percent of 
them contributing one rupee a day, or 30 rupees a month, the minimum total contribution 
will be Rs. 20250 a month.  

2. Everybody will observe fast on his or her chosen day, and will contribute the grains and 
vegetables saved through fasting to the Anna Kosh (grain-bank) of the temple. The temple 
complex will have five big container – one for rice, one for pulses, one for wheat flour, one 
for vegetables and the one for fruits. This will take care of the lunch and dinner 
requirements of the management staff including the priests and monks and nuns in the 
temple complex.  The surplus food will be used towards mass diners called Haribhoj or God’s 
Dinner. 

3. The Gita Dham will run a production centre by forming local cooperatives. A part of the 
profit from the sale of the products will come to the Gita Dham as well.  

4. The Gita Dham will be self-sustaining and self-dependent. It will be built by the villagers 
through voluntary labour with local resources. In the beginning, for developing a good 
architectural model, help may be sought by the Bharatiya Chetna Kendra from outside too. 

 

 

 Requirement Quantity Price (In rupees) Comments 

1.  Land 3 to 30 acres   Will vary 
according to 
location. 

May be donated 
by somebody  

2.  For every home that is 
willing to have the Gita, 
at least one copy of the 
Gita. 

1000 @ Rs 35 per 

copy 

35,000   

3.  For every   willing family, 
a   copy of the 
Ramcharitmanas. 

1000 @ Rs 120  

per copy 

1,20,000   
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4.  To selected families, a 
copy of Bhagwat Puran. 

250 @  Rs 500 

per copy 

1,25,000   

5.  Cement-and-brick Gita 
temple.  (1000 sq. ft.) 

1  10,00,000   

6.  Pravachan (sermons) 
fibre shed 

1  1,00,000  6,80,000 

7.  Spiritual library (Vedas, 
Upanishads, Puranas, 
Ramayana of various 
authors, Gita and other 
scriptures of all faiths. 

100 books  @  Rs 

150 on an 

average  

15,000   

8.  Text books for children 
and other literary books.  

Rs.200 books @ 

Rs.100 per book 

20,000   

9.  Book-shelves for both the 
libraries.  

6 @ 8000  48,000  

10.  Total Education Centre 
with a semi-permanent 
auditorium structure 
(made with iron angles 
and corrugated 
sheets/fibre sheets. (At 
least 200 people’s seating 
capacity. i.e. 3000 sq. ft.) 

1 (3000 sq. ft.) 4,00,000 Villagers may 
donate their 
labour and 
resources for 
building this 
structure.  

11.  Livelihood Solution 
Centre with a semi-
permanent hall (made 
with iron angles and 
corrugated sheets/fibre 
sheets, (3000 sq ft) 

1 (3000 sq. ft.) 4,00,000 Villagers may 
donate their 
labour and 
resources for 
building this 
structure. 

12.  cement-n-brick store 
rooms.   

2 (121 sq. ft. 

each) 

1,70,000  

13.  48” TV for Total 
Education Centre 
Auditorium.  

1  60,000 923000 

14.  DVD Player  1 + 1 7,000  

15.  Inverter and battery for 
auditorium TV. 

1  28,000   

16.  Inverter and battery for 
Gita Temple.. 

1   28,000   

17.  Inverter and battery for 
auditorium TV. 

1  28,000   

18.  Kitchen utensils and 
equipment  

 30,000  1069500 

19.  Musical instruments   40,000   

20.  Sports equipment for 
children (football, 
volleyball, cricket, 
hockey)  

 50,000   
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21.  Marriage-place (Vivah-
Mandap) 

1  50,000   

22.  Articles for lending  for 
marriage purposes  like 
cooking utensils, tents, 
motor for pumping out 
water from wells etc. 

1 set 75,000   

23.  Others  4,00,000  

24.  Total  23,84,500  

M) National and State-Level Gita Dham Centers  
 

If national and state-level models of the Gita Dham are created, they can become a source of 
inspiration for the village centers. At the state and national Centers, men and women to run 
the village centers may be trained. The tentative cost of a model Block-level Gita Dham 
Centre may be around 3 crore rupees (5,35,715 USD), and of a State-level Gita Dham Centre 
around 10 crore rupees (17,85,715 USD). (Reference year: 2015) 

 

 


